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Mediterranean “terroirs” have been left apart from the last modernization process in agriculture (intensiﬁcation-specialization), mostly because of natural
constraints and very fragmented territorial facies. However, these territories
were fully included in the previous phases of modernity, with demographic
growth, market specialization and socio-political transformation. In some cases, like in the Dalmatian islands, they were aﬀected by both long-term Mediterranean trends and speciﬁc national conjunctures. The result is that agriculture
almost disappeared in a lot of islands – as it was abandoned in a lot of similar/
diﬀerent situations in the Mediterranean mountains and remote territories.
Today, in a new European institutional embeddedness and also concerning
the environmental challenges, there may be an opportunity for a special kind
of development, which tackles both local and international issues– especially
in terms of biodiversity, ecological landscapes, socio-environmental heritage,
and, hopefully, climate change. Examples coming from the
southern Dalmatian island shall be used to exemplify this
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