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The advancements 
of sound 

technology 

JOY
- Hello! What? An accident 
happened at home? What? 

The record player broke! Well 
then, I'll come home on time. 
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Caruso once played a flute 
and believed he would 
become a famous flutist. One 
day, a man offered him a 
phonograph for sale. After 
playing a song for it, Caruso 
was amazed at the playback 
and exclaimed, "Did I really 
play that?" "Exactly sir!" 
replied the merchant, asking 
if he would buy the 
phonograph. Caruso replied, 
"No, no! Actually, I'm selling 
you my flute!" This is how the
famos singer abandoned 
instrumental music forever.



By the end of 
the 1950s radio 
finally entered 
rural areas
1959:
Note from the Meeting of 
the Committee for 
Broadcasting Service of the 
FNRJ

A few years ago, 10 at most, a radio receiver was mainly a possession of 
the office worker's family. 

Today, it's a regular part of the household for workers and peasants, 
and more significant, more important than that of the office worker.



Entertainment 
form – personal 

use
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the shows 'Veselo veče' and 'Mikrofon je vaš‘. They have
the highest listenership ratings among all programs. At one 

point, Radio Skopje discontinued the 'Veselo veče' show. 
However. Listeners spared no means to boycott and 

criticize us for canceling the show. To our surprise, the 
protestors included not only workers and the general 

audience, but also intellectuals and youth, so we had to 
reinstate the program. (1959: Note from the Meeting of 

the Committee for Broadcasting Service of the FNRJ)

The most important entertainment shows
are – unfortunately –



Entertainment 
form – personal 

use Strange things happen in 

the minds of those who 

consume radio 

excessively. These radio 

maniacs listen to the radio 

entire day and night. For 

them, music becomes a 

true addiction, and the radio 

becomes much like 

cigarettes…

Music poisoning –
through radio
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Entertainment 
form – public

use

Changes in 
musical 

expression -
performers

that circulates the world 
and disturbs professional 
musicians (…) has entered 

our country almost 
unnoticed.

(Muzičar magazine 1929)

The disturbing ghost of 
mechanical music

We believe that 
phonographs will be 
introduced in smaller 

bars that do not 
require an orchestra 
or are content with a 
piano. For larger halls 

of significant scale, 
these devices may not 
be suitable despite all 

repairs.Professional musicians

we had a show called 
'Hello, hello, choose a 

song.' In this show, 
amateur authors could 
stand out, similar to a 
festival like the one in

Opatija.

Concerning domestic 
popular music This attracted 

developing amateurs 
who can be very 

useful to us.
(1959: Note from the 

Meeting of the 
Committee for 

Broadcasting Service 
of the FNRJ)

Amateur musicians



that feature Yugoslav national music, 
which is largely not even released in sheet

music, and which is performed in public 
venues and by so-called sevdalinka and 

Gypsy bands!
(Jugoslavenski autor magazine 1931)

Record sales have been achived by 
the gramophone records 

Entertainment 
form – public & 

personal use

The shift of power within the 
established music industry: 

from publishing sheet music 
to recorded music

People don't want to listen to just any 
music (especially from the Soviet 

Union). They know they want Western 
popular music, and they seek it out. 

Without record production, they 
wouldn't even know this music exists 

because it comes here through 
records. On the other hand, this 

encourages the local environment to 
produce more music in the Western 

style. (1959: MC for BCS of FNRJ)

The spread of popular music in 
Western style

Music & culture
widespread



Changes in 
musical 

expression -
repertoire

and promote this music. People listened 
to foreign radio stations, memorized the 
melody, made up entirely different lyrics, 
and started singing these songs before 
we officially began broadcasting them.

(1959: Note from the Meeting of the 
Committee for Broadcasting Service of the 

FNRJ) 

San Remo Festival songs reached 
Macedonia before the Yugoslav

radio-industry managed to acquire 
records 

D. Dunatov: How early sound media transformed the experience of everyday life

folk songs from other areas suddenly 
appear in certain regions; the 

repertoire of rural semi-professional 
or amateur orchestras and singers 
includes newer and even the latest 

schlagers, not as an exception but as 
a rule. All investigations always point 

to the radio as the transmitting 
medium. (1959: MC for BCS of FNRJ)

Rural areas are a complete
surprise:

Cultural 
exchange



Music & culture
widespread –

within the
Yugoslav
borders

Changes in 
musical 

expression -
repertoire

Cultural 
exchange
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popular and beloved songs regularly 
broadcasted and recorded by record 
companies (Radio Zagreb 1940) 

spreading across the country 

Dalmatian and Bosnian songs

RTS 
Radio Beograd 2
Od zlata jabuka



Cultural 
exchange

Music & culture
widespread –

across the 
Yugoslav 
borders
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Concert of the Academic choir ‘Mladost-Balkan’ (led by 
J. Gotovac) broadcasted by German radio stations 

(Radio Zagreb 1939)

People from Austrian Burgenland 
learned Yugoslav songs through 

Radio Zagreb program
(1959 Matica magazine)

Singer Ružica Kaušić
famous in the US 

diaspora thanks to 
gramophone record 

exchange (1955 
Matica magazine)

The son of a Dalmatian 
immigrant in San Pedro 
sings (newly composed) 

Dalmatian song 
Ah, piši mi mati

(1959 Matica magazine)



Education –
music & dance 

For every jazz musician, it's a 
great advantage to have the 
opportunity to listen to the 

phonograph recordings of the 
great rhythm masters as often 

as possible. For our jazz 
musicians, this is especially 

important because, apart from 
the radio, we don't have other 
opportunities to hear a truly 

good orchestra.
(Svijet jazza magazine 1941)

You should listen to 
records
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It is easily portable, pen models are not 
dependent on electricity, and it is possible to 

repeat a certain passage many times. 
(Muzika i škola magazine 1957) 

2 years ago, very few general education schools
had a modern gramophone. Today, thanks in 

large part to the existence of the 'Music Service,' 
a large number of schools in Zagreb possess an 

electrophonograph which enables the use of 
records from its collection.

The gramophone has become an excellent 
aid in teaching music



Communication 
form

Education

Tool for political 
propaganda
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in terms of its influence on the 
broader population. The trends of 
further development convincingly 
speak to the position and role that 

both radio and television are 
acquiring as powerful tools in the 
construction of socialism and the 
education of the broader masses.

(1959: MC for BCS of FNRJ)

In Yugoslavia, radio is as 
important as the daily press



Education
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Languages

Lectures on agriculture etc. 

Morning exercises 



Music consumption 
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But when shortly after that, a 
popular Grupa Dalmatinaca 
appeared on the screen and 

sang 'Ribar plete‘, quiet
comments erupted: 'Aren't 

they lovely and charming?' -
one woman whispered to 

another - 'I always listen to 
them on the radio, and now 
I'm seeing them for the first 

time’.

The renowned singer Vlaho
Paljetak will perform 

‘forgotten chansons.' In this 
program, listeners will have 

the opportunity to hear songs 
that were once very popular. It
took only several seasons for 
what was once a sensational 
novelty to become forgotten 

history.
(Radio Zagreb 1938)

Fast trends

The experience of listening



From a letter by a Radio Zagreb magazine reader:

The need for a higher spiritual life is just as great in humans as the need 
to maintain the body. The spirit also needs nourishment. It requires 

enthusiasm, elevation, and refreshment; it needs tranquility. And all of 
this can be obtained through the aid of radio. 

From our own observations, we know that young children fall asleep 
more easily to the sounds of radio music, while modern youth even study 

the sounds of radio music. This music provides encouragement and 
inspiration for adults in their work. It has a favorable effect on the 

nervous system, calming those with nervous disorders, uplifting the spirits 
of patients, and bringing cheer to healthy individuals. (Radio Zagreb 

magazine 1941)

Radio as a means of spiritual elevation
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