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Vojin Popović: Daleka mesta (Jugodisk) 

You Tube: MrSuanPan

Jugodisk 00198

Music by: Kramer; 

Svira: Sekstet Spase Milutinovića; 

“lagani vals” (“slow waltz”)

Jugoton C-6284, mtx 680, 1954 y

Vojin Popović

uz ansambl Spase Milutinovića

Far away places by: Alex Charles Kramer, 

text (SH) by: Vojin Popović



Why 1950s discography?

• Sound traces on 78 rpm

• Forgotten singers, musicians, conductors, composers, etc. 

• Prehistory of „zabavna“ music

• Transitional period of domestication of Western music

• Recorded repertoire = radio repertoire = dance parties repertoire



The sound of  zabavna music on Yugoslav 

1950s records 

• 1949: Jugoton

• Cca 1951: Jugodisk

• Dance repertoire (foxtrot, slow fox, English waltz, or Latin dances tango, 

beguine, rumba, cha-cha-cha) 



Vojin Popović 

In Petar Luković, Bolja prošlost: prizori iz muzičkog života Jugoslavije, 

Beograd: Mladost, 1989, 12 (photo fragment)



Vojin Popović: Doviđenja Rijeko (Jugoton)

You Tube: MrSuanPan

Jugoton C-6401, mtx 920, 1955 

Zabavni orkestar Radio Beograda

Conductor: Ilija Genić

Author: Dragomir Ristić



Towards domestic product

• Ilija Genić and other entertainment orchestras and conductors in later years

of zabavna music festivals

• Dances

• Lyricism



Conclusion

• Sounding light: „sweet“ jazz, light entertainment arrangemnents, sentimental

lyricism, 

• Sounding Yugoslav: mediation of political inclination towards presenting 

Western influences as somehow domestically grown



Thank you!
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