dr. sc. Nada Bezic

Croatian Music Institute
Zagreb (Croatia)

nabezic@gmail.com

“New Kid in Town” - beginnings and topography
of the record industry in Zagreb (Croatia)

Institut )
; 28 etnologiju IMS, Athens, August 2022

| folkloristiku
1



www.ief.hr/en/research/projects/project-diskograf/

=

ABOUTUS ~ RESEARCHERS ~ RESEARCH ~ EDUCATION CONFERENCES  ARCHIVE ~ PUBLICATIONS LIBRARY ~ CONTACT v ==

The record industry in Croatia from 1927

to the end of the 1950s

RADIO FEATURES PRESENTATIONS

NEWS ’ PROJECT COLLABORATORS ‘
CONTACT

l CROATIAN E-DISCOGRAPHY ’ ‘ RECORD LISTENING AND ’ ‘ PUBLICATIONS AND ’

I SELECTED MATERIAL ’

REPORTS



https://www.ief.hr/en/research/projects/project-diskograf/

The Record Industry in Croatia from
1927 to the end of the 1950s

“78 rpm at home: Local perspectives on the early recording industry”
Zagreb, March 2023
abstracts by: September 30th

projektdiskograf@gmail.com



The Record Industry in Croatia from
1927 to the end of the 1950s

= the first instance of a systematic scholarly approach to the topic of
record industry in Croatia

1927 — end of the 1950s = the era of shellac records produced by
three first shellac record companies based in Zagreb
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The Record Industry in Croatia from
1927 to the end of the 1950s

database Croatian e-discography (repozitorij.dief.eu)

more than 2000 records and 7000 recordings;
located in Croatia, ex Yugoslavia (Belgrade, Ljubljana) and USA
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HRVATSKA E-DISKOGRAFIA

=i Neapolitanske noci
Ti

(Neapolitanische Nachte)
Lokalitet

:.‘.J I

Zamecnik
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Sounds of the past — collection 78’ Croatian audio heritage
National and University Library, Zagreb

http:

Naslovnica » Titles

SOUNDS OF
THE PAST

ACI JE SVE SMESNO

A Bini¥a tenor zagreb. operete

Zz. 1226

COLLECTION 78’
CROATIAN AUDIO
HERITAGE

A0 MARE
VLAHO PALIETAX sa gftarom
ur pratnju malog orkestes
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mz.nsk.hr/zbirka78

Title: Aci je sve smesno

Author (Artist/Conductor): Binicki, Aleksandar
Imprint: Edison Bell Electron
Publication date: 1928.

Publisher’s number: Z.1226 / Z.355A
Format: mp3

Language: hrvatski

Type: zvucne snimke, glazbene
Subject: zabavna glazba ; kupleti
Source: NUL Music Collection

Rights: Free Access; Rights reserved

| JUb W ———— ]

Title: Adio Mare / Vlaho Paljetak
Author (Artist/Conductor): Paljetak, Vlaho
Imprint: Edison Bell Electron

Publication date: 1935.

Publisher’s number: Z.2158 / 7.2147-48-51
Format: mp3

Language: hrvatski

Type: zvuCne snimke, glazbene

Subject: zabavna glazba

Source: NUL Music Collection

Rights: Free Access; Rights reserved
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http://mz.nsk.hr/zbirka78

GRAMOFONTHT SALOW ferca$ axrocan

,MUSIC OF THE WHOLE WORLD”
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O = »Happy home”

,Domestic music
for entertainment in your home”




1. Edison Bell Penkala, 1926-1937

1924. Edison Bell International Ltd. (London) branch in Zagreb
1926. Edison Bell International Ltd.
+ Zagreb factory of writing utensils Penkala

= Edison Bell Penkala, d.d.

1927. production of Croatian records



Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (1871-1922)
Croatian chemist and inventor of Polish origin

nr
i
o
D
o g
X |
[HR
=
ﬁ
>
£

Inventions:

mechanical pencil, 1906.
fountain pen

material for gramophone records
first Croatian earoplane, 1910.
etc.




Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (1871-1922)
Croatian chemist and inventor of Polish origin
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2. Elektroton, 1938-1947
1937. Odeon-Parlaphon branch in Ljubljana
1938. Zagreb branch of Elektroton

1945. nationalized

3. Jugoton, 1947- (from 1991 Croatia Records)

the first and biggest record company in Yugoslavia  '
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Zagreb panorama

Musical Topography
= the totality of manifestations of music in a city:

- venues where music is listened to or performed

- venues where music is taught

- venues that keep alive the memory of musicians by way of
memorials

- venues that are dedicated to the distribution of sheet music, audio
recordings or musical instruments



Nada Bezi¢

Glazbena topografija Zagreba : prostori
i spomen-obiljezja

Zagreb: Croatian Musicological Society,
2012

English summary:

The Musical Topography of Zagreb from
1799 to 2010

Arti musices, vol. 43, No. 2, 2012

B8 Nada Bezi¢

» 4 GLAZBENA
9 TOPOGRAFIJA

= ZAGREBA

SRR 4 1799, do 2010.




Topography of the record industry in Zagreb

Distribution of records or music from records
1. Production: factories, recording studio
2. Sale: specialized record and gramophone stores

3. Broadcasting music from records: radio station

Venues connected to listening of records

4. Private homes, public venues
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1927
Edison Bell Penkala factory
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Edison Bell Penkala

1910, architecture and construction company Honigsberg & Deutsch
1919-1922 building upgrade: Rudolf Lubynski

Branimirova Street 43
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PENKALA
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1927
Edison Bell Penkala recording studio



Edison Bell Penkala

recording studio 1927-1933

Tesla Street 7, today theatre Zagrebacko kazaliste mladih
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,Great success of é|éa |||Ja in Zagreb” VELIKI USPJEH CICE ILIJE U ZAGREBU.

magazin Kulisa, 1928

V.. I . ., _ Slavni beogradski glumac Cica Ilija Stano-

_ jevié pjevao je ovih dana kod tvortke Edison

C|Ca I IJa StanOJEVIC (1859 1930)' Bell-Benkala u gramofon, a nakon toga osvjeZio

. . si Je suho grlo sa 40 krigla plzenskog piva. Stari
Serbian comedian actor, recordman. Kapu dolje!

recorded for Edison Bell Penkala
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Edison Bell Penkala factory and recording studio + cathedral
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abavit ¢e domaca tvornica gramolona
i gramofonskih plota EBISON BELL
PERKALA Lid. Zagreb

gramofonsko
snimanie na daiiinu

Znimal €e se boZiine pjesme pjevane
cd zagrebadiih kierika, Uz sudjelovanie
prisuine publike, pod osobnim ravna-
njem 9. N. Faliera, opernog ravnalelja.
Gramofonsko snimanje na daljing, po-
motu telefonskog elektritnog voda,
predstavija danas

senzaciju tehnike!

Sa bi ove ploie nasih boilénih pie-
sama ispale s$to savrienije | velitajnije

pozivamo zacrebatko
gradjanstvo

da u §to veiem broju prisustvule cvom
velikom ginu u na stolnoj crkvi, te
da sudjelule skupnim pjevanjem.

Vas glas u gramofonu!

Ediscn Bell Penkala wua
Zagreb

NARODI SE KRAL] NEBESKI

§ CRKVI ZAGREB)

{U STOLNO

recording Christmas carols in the cathedral

December 1927
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Snimanje glasa elektriCnim putem mnajnoviia je tecevina.
tvrtka Edison-Bell-Penkala takvo snimanje gramoionskih ploc:

title: Photographing the voice
magazine Kulisa, 1927
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Edison Bell Penkala
record envelope




KAKO SE PRAVE GRAMOFONSKE Py

ossjajna ploca, koja moze da ljudsk; glas .
Svakome je pmats‘t?n;o';?’:?:pﬁ;zni{: bivstvo tog €uda. Jod se naime m,de‘:::‘:f\',
sebi. Nu malo ée ihall:l L ne u smislu nedesa nadnaravnoga, kaj_co misli primitiy,, <
ta ploda kao ¢udo, .Okl kad bi bio premjeiten iz prodlih .stol,!eéa. U nade doba
ili kako bi firino 50)'13 ' ¢udo usavrienja tehnike. Na stotine ih tisuca imad. itovar);,
je to cudo ljudskog izuma, i uzivalaca, koji jednostavny .
plotu u ruke kao gotovy él[“::‘: .
rijetko kada pomisljaju na to kako i
to uistinu, da njeZna pjesma ili 1,._'1
melodija, koju ste juler fuli 4, it
nas ili sutra veé ovjekovjedena. G o
fonska ploga znadi naime ovjekovjeie,
tonova. Nema sumnje, da je vilo ntes
resantan postanak te plode od asa (i,
bivaju glasovi i tonovi u nju ulovljen
pa sve do posljednjeg trenutka (s
ostanu vjedno Zivi u Onoj crnoj mas
Primanje se glasa zbiva u studiu tvor
nice ploa, gdje se govorens rijeé 1
pjevana pjesma ukopa u preparirane
valjke od voska. Ti valjci su negativi
plota. U radionicama prenadaju se of
tih negativa pozitivi na plode od bakn
ili ocjeli. Citav niz osobitih mehenitart
sjedi kraj svojih pokretnih struga (Dreb
bank) a drugi kraj svojih stolove. 0o
rade s poveéalom urara, s crvenom °l°‘;‘
kom, #ilom i finom turpijom. Nije !
koja brazda dosta duboka, to se 0o
Bestilom i crvenom olovkom okrufi o4

.

U mlinu, gdfe se melje masa
Slika desno
U stupr

Stare, ved nemoderne ploce,
razbifaju se { dolaze u mlin

,How gramophone records are made”, Svijet, 1930

26



NAKLADNIKA ]
o

OS CAKLOVICA, zachen|
VA FRAVA PRIDNZANA

=

A\\

Bt L LT Taump—r——

m[l = ’?~ ! ‘0{ :

.‘-'\. 14
:‘ .: ‘ )iz
= | =
A Y = - -
N 4 T ]
/ \ » i
V. - 1 »
| 1y
& \\ e %,
— ]
Il )
) / 1
. \
== TSN TN

1938
Elektroton factory




Elektroton ,Great tone
from records Elektroton”

Sveti duh Street 50a

Elektroton
Belgrade Zagreb Ljubljana
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Jugoton factory
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NiSka Street — today Makarska Street 3
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Jugoton factory
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RODEN JE NOVI ..JUGOTON“

W‘Wﬁ“\\
" e

4] .a) d' vua F™ p('.l\ u an)o U hb: l xv nto)l | moderna akuatifna dvorana
Judaju ¢ Ije kempos u u origmalnom lavo-

s_utd’\,::\...(..luvnqvl! lv-u'ru:zlucu-.hrk
Lunege repertoors

NOVA _JUGOTONO.
VA" TVORNICA PLO.
CA NUE SAMO SPEK
TAKL ZA OKO @ V1.
SE, ROLJE, KVALL-
TETNUE, LEPSE, JEV
TINUE — OBECAVA
CITAOCIMA  RITMA®
DRUG SLAVEKO KO-
PUN, DIREKTOR JU
GOTONA®

U sady, 11, septombe
ra u 11 lssova pre

podne, u Zagrebu ja

clano pultena u  pogon

ca  gramolons-
. wJugotona®, ime

» wdanje koje oo

vu
a tvorniea  gramofonakih
plols rahvata prostor od
1')0\0 kvadratnlh  metars
‘ we wr of Gega Jo ns
2000 mad«m I objokata
rame veliice, Elogantney
svetle, supermodeme 2grae
de koje se ne stile sunca,
Nova tvormios — nov re
sultat rada, Od
Bedoterane | mmowteke prat

,New Jugoton is born”

,Popular music has built a giant”

Sinida Skarica:
Tvornica glazbe — price iz Dubrave
(Music factory — stories from Dubrava

exhibition
Istocno od raja
(East of Eden)
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,JUGOTON"

Bus for workers, from the city centre of to Jugoton factory
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1927
record and gramophone shops
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Proo i najoe¢e tooenigko shladiste gramofona i plo¢a

Wl. DRUCKER
llica 39 - ZAGREB « 39 llica

F%~ Prodaja samo zajaméanih novih ploga, “&9

Solidna podvorbal

-

Solidna padvorbal

(<)
\./m \ 7

AT ]
e

5

£

Najveca zaliha : Prodaja
gramofona i fonografa ) )
u najboljoj vrsti! uz tvornicke cijene!

Weliki irbor dvostranit ploce (GRAMOFON" (sa oznzkem ,pisaci andjeo®), ,ODEON®, JFONOTIPIA", ,SOKOL, .JUNBOY,
+FAYORITY, ,JONOFON“, ,LYROFON“ i inih tvoriva, i to suimke hrvatske, srpske, bosanske, slovenske i Iltemdm
Velka zaliha najbolje vrsti igala, membrana, pera | drugih sastojina. =———

Stare | rabljene ploée uzimam u zamjenu. -
PEU™ Svakovrstne popravke obavijam to¢no I]Mkﬂ. R |
!. ¥ ﬁ 2|

Mavro Drucker shop, Ilica Street 39
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Edison Bell Penkala shop

passage Oktogon, llica 5
the palace of the bank Prva hrvatska Stedionica

architect: Josip Vancas, 1899

5. Z\

EDISON BELL PENKAL)S

OKTOGON 5

-
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Oktogon, today

@ hr-cro.com.
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Ploc¢e i gramofone

zvuénice, igle. ketice. aibuu itd.
prodgiemo jeftine i na ofpiztu.
Pera. nadoknadni djelovi te siru-
kovui popravci po solidnoi cen:

KOutocon pri il

Elektroton record envelope
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Irma Pollak (Polak), soprano
(Ljubljana, 1875-Zagreb, 1931)

manager of the Edison Bell
Penkala gramophone salon

0ZBBICle

12 lakrae 8 plevanyem "’

PETRICA KERENDIE

Tekst napisall
M. JURICZRGORKA SA. VaovARKA

Pjevals gospo) ’d’
oAk
IR

U -
- slmlimeonc;

GJURO TRPINAC
Knpdara Jugastivenske akpdemije

Trgovina muzkalija
Wlagnob. .

— - ——— —
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Zagrebacki zbor = Zagreb fair
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300
e'lektri‘c’nih snimaka

pod li¢nom upravom gospode profesora:

- Albini, Faller, Sachs, Smodek, Baranovi¢ i Tijardovié

- Najobljubljeniji operni i operetni
¥ pievati odnosno pjevacice pjevaju
iskliu¢ivo za nase pioce.

Vasu naimiliju operu i operetu, te svaku pjesmu mo¢i ¢ete sluiati
u vasem jeziku i od vaseg naimilijeg umijetnika.

Slijedeéi umjetnici pievaju iskljutivo za nase ploée:
Opere i narodne piesme:

gdje. Marta Pospisil gg. Vuskovic ' Hrzic
Zika Milutinovié Pl:imo:'né
Vessel-Polla Cvijanovié Vxéar
Nozini¢ Rijavec Griff

Sestre M. i D. Oblak

Opere:e i Slageri:
gdje. Irma Pollak gg. Paljetak

Nuhaié Dubaué

ad for the pavilion at Zagreb fair, September 1927
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1927
Radio station
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Radio station

First location of Radio Zagreb station, 1926
Trg svetog Marka 9

43



Venues connected to listening of records
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Hotel Esplanade

dancing competition with EBP records, 1928
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Plesoa Clazba a/

uv astttom sl -

NAJNOVIJI {GRAMOFONI I PLOCE PN‘E%}%HI{:\T:(')‘
VODECIH ISVJETSKIH TVORNICA DUGOROCNO
- OTPLACIVAN]JE

JEDINO"U GRAMOFONSKOM SALONU
EDISON-BELL-PENKALA D. D.

ZAGREB, ILICA BRO] 5 — OKTOGON
SPECIJALNO UMJETNICKO ODJELJEN)JE

records in middle class
Zagreb families:

Erlich — Zdvorzak
Mirnik

etc.

,Dance music in your own home”
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,Dance music in your own home
both old and youg”
magazine Svijet, December 1926
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»Colu mbm

: :o 5 1
EDISON BELL APARATI®

« kovZezima od

Dinara 740"

NA OBROCNU OTPLATU
ZA SVAKOGA

Najnovije ploge elektricno
snimljene
na skladistu

“The most pleasant

companion is a gramophone”

NI

Jutarniji list, 1927

48



Topography of the record industry in Zagreb

Distribution of records or music from records
1. Production
2. Sale

3. Broadcasting music from recordsstation

Venues connected to listening of records
4. Private homes, public venues

Locations where records are kept in 2022

5. Libraries, archives, museums and private
collections



shellac record listening,
Ro&Do bar, Zagreb, July 2022
organizer: Project Diskograf, Dora Dunatov

Mikula Marus
Pederin and hi
records
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Thank you!

Nada Bezié
nabezic@gmail.com
projektdiskograf@gmail.com
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