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The Record Industry in Croatia from
1927 to the end of the 1950s

= the first instance of a systematic scholarly approach to the topic of 
record industry in Croatia

1927 – end of the 1950s = the era of shellac records produced by 
three first shellac record companies based in Zagreb

c. 1200 records c. 600 c. 900 
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The Record Industry in Croatia from
1927 to the end of the 1950s

database Croatian e-discography (repozitorij.dief.eu)

more than 2000 records and 7000 recordings; 

located in Croatia, ex Yugoslavia (Belgrade, Ljubljana) and USA
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Sounds of the past – collection 78’ Croatian audio heritage
National and University Library, Zagreb

http://mz.nsk.hr/zbirka78

http://mz.nsk.hr/zbirka78
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„Domestic music 
for entertainment in your home”

„MUSIC OF THE WHOLE WORLD”

= „Happy home”
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1. Edison Bell Penkala, 1926-1937

1924. Edison Bell International Ltd. (London) branch in Zagreb

1926. Edison Bell International Ltd. 
+ Zagreb factory of writing utensils Penkala 

= Edison Bell Penkala, d.d.

1927. production of Croatian records



9

Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (1871-1922)
Croatian chemist and inventor of Polish origin

Inventions:
mechanical pencil, 1906.
fountain pen
material for gramophone records
first Croatian earoplane, 1910.
etc.
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Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (1871-1922)
Croatian chemist and inventor of Polish origin

trademark
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2. Elektroton, 1938-1947

1937. Odeon-Parlaphon branch in Ljubljana

1938. Zagreb branch of Elektroton

1945. nationalized

3. Jugoton, 1947- (from 1991 Croatia Records)

the first and biggest record company in Yugoslavia



Musical Topography 

= the totality of manifestations of music in a city:

- venues where music is listened to or performed
- venues where music is taught

- venues that keep alive the memory of musicians by way of 
memorials
- venues that are dedicated to the distribution of sheet music, audio 
recordings or musical instruments

Zagreb panorama



Nada Bezić
Glazbena topografija Zagreba : prostori 
i spomen-obilježja
Zagreb: Croatian Musicological Society, 
2012

English summary:
The Musical Topography of Zagreb from 
1799 to 2010
Arti musices, vol. 43, No. 2, 2012



Topography of the record industry in Zagreb

Distribution of records or music from records  

1. Production: factories, recording studio

2. Sale: specialized record and gramophone stores

3. Broadcasting music from records: radio station

Venues connected to listening of records

4. Private homes, public venues
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1927
Edison Bell Penkala factory
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Edison Bell Penkala

1910, architecture and construction company Hönigsberg & Deutsch
1919-1922 building upgrade: Rudolf Lubynski 

16
Branimirova Street 43
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PENKALA



1927
Edison Bell Penkala recording studio
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Edison Bell Penkala 
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recording studio 1927-1933

Tesla Street 7, today theatre Zagrebačko kazalište mladih
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Čiča Ilija Stanojević (1859-1930), 
Serbian comedian actor,

recorded for Edison Bell Penkala

„Great success of Čiča Ilija in Zagreb”

magazin Kulisa, 1928



1927
Edison Bell Penkala factory and recording studio + cathedral
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recording Christmas carols in the cathedral
December 1927 
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title: Photographing the voice
magazine Kulisa, 1927
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Edison Bell Penkala
record envelope
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„How gramophone records are made”, Svijet, 1930



1938
Elektroton factory
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Elektroton

Sveti duh Street 50a

„Great tone
from records Elektroton”

Elektroton
Belgrade  Zagreb  Ljubljana 
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1947
Jugoton factory

Ilica 213
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Niška Street – today Makarska Street 3

1963
Jugoton factory



32

„Popular music has built a giant”

Siniša Škarica: 
Tvornica glazbe – priče iz Dubrave
(Music factory – stories from Dubrava

exhibition 
Istočno od raja
(East of Eden)

„New Jugoton is born”



33

Bus for workers, from the city centre of to Jugoton factory

„JUGOTON”
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1927
record and gramophone shops
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Mavro Drucker shop, Ilica Street 39
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Edison Bell Penkala shop

passage Oktogon, Ilica 5
the palace of the bank Prva hrvatska štedionica
architect: Josip Vancaš, 1899
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Oktogon, today
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Elektroton record envelope
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Irma Pollak (Polak), soprano
(Ljubljana, 1875-Zagreb, 1931)

manager of the Edison Bell 
Penkala  gramophone salon
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Zagrebački zbor  = Zagreb fair
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ad for the pavilion at Zagreb fair, September 1927



42

1927
Radio station



Radio station

First location of Radio Zagreb station, 1926
Trg svetog Marka 9
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Venues connected to listening of records
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Hotel Esplanade

dancing competition with EBP records, 1928
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„Dance music in your own home”

records in middle class 
Zagreb families:

Erlich – Zdvoržak

Mirnik

etc.



„Dance music in your own home
both old and youg”

magazine Svijet, December 1926
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“The most pleasant 
companion is a gramophone”

ž

Jutarnji list, 1927
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Locations where records are kept in 2022

5. Libraries, archives, museums and private 
collections

Topography of the record industry in Zagreb

Distribution of records or music from records  
1. Production
2. Sale
3. Broadcasting music from recordsstation

Venues connected to listening of records
4. Private homes, public venues
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shellac record listening, 
Ro&Do bar, Zagreb, July 2022
organizer: Project Diskograf, Dora Dunatov

Mikula Marušić
Pederin and his 
records
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Thank you!

Nada Bezić
nabezic@gmail.com
projektdiskograf@gmail.com
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